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One of the most urgent problems facing today’s world has to do with increasing tensions and conflicts among cultures. Terms such as culture wars, ethnic cleansing, racial profiling, hate crimes or even newly coined ones like Islamofascist, Mexiphobia, all refer to a kind of violence gaining strength today with no end in sight. It’s happening in both subtle and blatant ways, but it’s there and will continue to advance, unless a new way of transforming it is found. Take the hideous solution of building a wall on the US border with Mexico, insulting our neighbor to the south at the cost of billions, or the notable increase of Mexicans dying at the border. We also see it in recent Jena 6 case which shows the ugly face of racism rearing its head against the African-Americans, the images of Muslims being painted daily as terrorists , the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples being voted against by Canada and the US. Even in Canada, known for its politeness and tolerance is in a heated debate regarding where to draw the line with the cultural customs of others.

One could argue that there has always been violence but what makes this moment so urgent? Let’s look at the larger picture.

The world has changed drastically in recent years and maybe it’s only now that we are perceiving it with such clarity. Our planet today is rapidly being uniﬁed. Peoples and cultures are being thrown forcibly together resulting in various visions of the world clashing with other visions with differing purposes and contrasting values. Everything is so interconnected that the slightest incident in one part of the world can affect the other. The movie “Babel,” by Mexican Director, Alejandro González Iñárritu captured this phonemon masterfully. Mass media, the internet, movies, TV all contribute to producing a constant stream of information or perhaps disinformation. Increased travel, immigration, migrations, forced displacements all add up to the constant movement of people around the globe.  It’s as if the whole earth was now one body, a living being, with oxygen and blood in constant circulation. 

And it’s all accelerating. 

So on the one hand the process of globalization has reached into every corner of the earth. It has been concentrating economic, political and military power, and threatening the diversity of languages, races and lifestyles with its homogenizing forces.

On the other hand, what is extraordinary about this moment is that in front of this asphyxiating model, there is a parallel process we can call planetarization taking place, which we must differentiate from globalization.  Planetarization is the phenomomen that arises where thanks to the mutual influencing, people are feeling the need and desire to build a new future, to construct a new planetary civilization, and above all, a non-violent civilization.

The Center of Cultures sees that the possibility of the creation of a common civilization of all peoples on earth has never been so clear.  

This is why it is so important to promote a real dialogue between cultures. 

Several years ago, Silo the originator of New Humanism or Universal Humanism, addressed a group of people in Tacna, Peru. When he finished speaking he was aproached with great enthusiasm by a young man who said “What can I do to be like you?”

Silo replied, “What you can do is not be like me, but to be like you.  We need diversity. Go deep within yourself. If you do that and I do too, that’s where we will meet one another. If we go deep into our roots, whether culturally or personally, that’s where we find ourselves.”

This is the challenge, what can we ﬁnd to serve as the common denominator which, while recognizing diversity, will at the same time make possible a convergence, a uniting of the many peoples, the many cultures, the many religions of the world? How can all people come together to create a truly universal human nation?
In Silo’s formulation this is possible as each culture discovers or rediscovers the humanist periods in their own history, in which their finest productions and actions have been associated.

If one were to to define what is a humanist it could be summed up as: anyone who struggles against discrimination and violence, creating new alternatives that make liberty and freedom of choice a reality for all human beings

The humanist attitude is not a philosophy but a point of view, a sensibility, a way of living in relationship with other human beings. The most general aspects of this attitude can be characterised as:

(1) placement of the human being as the central value and concern; (2) afﬁrmation of the equality of all human beings; 

(3) recognition of cultural and personal diversity;

(4) development of knowledge beyond what has been accepted as “absolute” truth; 

(5) afﬁrmation of freedom of ideas and beliefs; and 

(6) repudiation of all forms of violence.

Promoting a real dialogue between the cultures is not easy. It quickly falls into the secondary issues. Understanding how the “other” thinks, is not easy, it requires listening and learning and being willing to change, of valuing the other culture and seeing how the other can contribute to the future. For this it requires one to also change.

We can frame our dialogue by finding those humanist moments in each culture. By recognizing those humanist models that have guided one’s culture in an evolutionary direction is where we can meet one another, on a common ground.

Examples of humanist moments and models can be found in every culture. In the US, for its time the Declaration of Independence and the first 10 Amendments reflected a humanist attitude by placing value on the freedom of speech, religion and press. The woman’s Suffrage Movement led by Susan B. Anthony opened up the doors to women around the world. Eleanor Roosevelt spearheaded the Human Rights Declaration, which to date has been the best human rights document of its kind. 

Of course, Martin Luther King is one of the most recognizeable humanists in the history of humanity. And his story also reveals  that even when confronted with the most hostile situations such as the racist South, human beings who converge with rejecting violence, questioning the established truth, putting the human being as the central value are capable of producing a profound transformation. 

Could it be that this great crisis is precisely what will lead us to a new step in evolution? That the conflicts between the cultures when properly addressed will not be the downfall but rather give us the key to our future? That learning to understand one another truly, a profound and necessary change will occur?

The Center of Cultures believes this to be the case.  We are going towards a future where undoubtedly all cultures must be included and in order to do this, we can begin by promoting a true dialogue.  This is our basic quest, to help this process through creating conditions for real dialogue between the cultures and in this way their role in North America will become a positive constructive force and not destructive one.

This vision can be best summed by Silo when he states: “We are at the end of a dark period in history and nothing will ever be the same as before.  Little by little, the dawning of a new day will come. Cultures will begin to understand one another; the peoples will experience a growing yearning for progress for all, understanding that progress for the few ends up being progress for no one. Yes, there will be peace, and out of necessity it will be understood that the outline of a universal human nation is taking shape.”

----------------------------------------------------------- 
PAGE  
1

