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First of all, sorry because they asked me to talk in English, and I am the Spokesperson for Latin America (laughter). And Latin America is a Spanish and Portuguese-speaking region, not English. But also I find it unfair because since I arrived to this country, from the airport to the taxi this morning, everybody speaks Spanish. So only in our Forum do we have to speak in English! Okay, you asked for that, so you'll have to try to understand me. Anyway, I will try to speak in English and I know some people are going to help me.

It's interesting because we think everything is in English and it's in Spanish here. Before we came to the United States, we felt very afraid coming here. It's true. To come here, to get the visa, to have the 125 papers, the accounts of your grandfather, and so on, it's quite complicated. And to tell you the truth I was for more than six months quite tense saying I am going to go there… I had a bet with some friends that I was going to be back in Chile in two days because I said many times that Mr. George Bush is a terrorist and all that and I was sure that everything was in the computers… It's interesting. It's not easy to arrive to the United States. Not because of the price of the tickets which are expensive, not because of the distance, but because you feel afraid of what is going to happen to you. It's interesting that – well, everything was okay – that after you arrive and finally you are here, inside the United States, in New York – and I was in these days in so many cities and states in less than a week, in NY, in Maryland, in Washington, in Boston, Massachusetts, and some other states we crossed – and everywhere we felt such a warmth and it's surprising because the image you have when you are far away before coming here, is an image of a very tense country, a very violent country, a place where they hate people from abroad, and then you are here and it's very easy to be here. And you feel the warmth from the people all the time, every day, everywhere you are. And many of the people coming from different countries say the same thing. And then you have this diversity where you can talk – I was joking but it's true – in Spanish, Italian or Arabic, or Hebrew, or maybe even in English! 

Then you start to ask yourself, "So, what is the problem?" You find these nice people everywhere, ready to help you, ready to talk very easily with you, to explain everything, to respect you and your space… where is the problem? Maybe the problem is not here, maybe – we'll talk about that later. But I think there are at least two problems. 

The first one is that the world is absolutely interconnected, and that means that even if you don't have a problem exactly here in this place, there is a big problem in the world… and the United States has something to do with that problem. But I don't want to talk about big politics, I want to talk about people – the problem is that the world is interconnected, and you can't run away from the problems. 

There is a story, I told this story in some other places and it's a true story. In the mid-70s, a young couple from England were fed up with the violence and the threats of nuclear bombs and all of that. So this young couple – it was in the newspapers at that time – thinking about what to do they decided to go to the farthest place in the world possible, to be in peace, to be disconnected from all this threat of bombs, and they went to a far away island. Two or three years later, one morning, bombs started to fall over their heads, over their house. They were very unlucky – they went to a faraway island called Malvinas or Falkland Islands. It's very interesting, I find it's a very good example because there's no way to run away from violence. You can be in London, you can be in Manhattan or you can be wherever you want, or you can be in an island almost in Antartica and you will have to face the violent world – there's no way to escape. So I think this is the first problem we have. There is no way to escape violence. We think violence is on the other side of the world, and then suddenly violence is in Manhattan. There is no way to escape violence. You think violence is in some families that have some problems and suddenly violence is in your own family. Incommunication with your son, with your daughter, with your parents. You think violence is only physical violence but then you realize you are receiving all types of violence – economical, psychological, and many other types of violence. So there's no way to run away from the violent situations that are almost everywhere.

And the second point is something related to the personal situation. Maybe everything is okay, maybe you have very good highways, there is "all of all" here, you can find everything here… Now, I'm just here a couple of days here so it's hard for me to say, but what I saw is that there are some people who have everything but there is something in their eyes that shows me that they don't have Everything. I saw something that is missing, maybe two things: time, first of all, nobody has time, everybody is… To stand in Penn Station for example, for a while, is quite interesting. Or in Boston Station, or any other station, or in any street here. Or even in Central Park, there are people running, with their watches... Or in the taxi, you have a TV, so you don't have to waste time; you can watch the TV there. People don't have time, and even here, being one of the richest countries in the world, people don't have money. It's interesting because everybody is in debt, as we are in Chile. More or less the same. Everybody has to give all their salary to rent, the house, to health, to eat, to feed the cat, so it's more or less the same situation – probably the numbers are higher. Here it's $2000 US, and in Latin America it's 200 and in Africa it's 20 US, in some countries it's $2 US dollars. Okay, but the situation is more or less the same. I found that people have everything but they don't have time and they don't have money – they feel that, that they don't have time and they don't have money. 

Maybe this is a beautiful country but at the same time we have to say that it's the country with the biggest nuclear arsenal in the world. And this arsenal is not only here – maybe most of all it's not placed here, but it's placed all over the world. And this is not a joke. This country that at the same time has all this strength, has this nuclear power spread all over the world. At the same this country is mistreating the rest of the world. As we heard yesterday, this is a neighbour that is not treating the others well. And this is not a good behaviour.

And third of all – nuclear weapons, mistreating the world – and third of all, there is a problem of concentration of wealth in the world now. Most of the money, the wealth, is concentrated in just a few hands. The same that happens in the world, happens inside the country. So when you start to look inside the country you find the same, that the concentration of wealth is just in a few hands. So it's a very illusory situation where it appears that everything is okay for everyone but then you start to look a little bit closer and you see the situation is the same as everywhere else. In Africa believe it or not there are also wealthy people, there are also people who live very well. We always say, "Everyone is dying in Africa from health problems, or because they can't eat." It's not true, there are also some people there... So the problem is everywhere the same – how the wealth is being distributed. 

So I find that the problem inside this country, or the region, is exactly the same, maybe at a different level, but it's the same that we're facing everywhere. We're having the same problem all over the world. And why are we facing this same problem all over the world? Because the world is one, and it's impossible to separate it into different parts. Like it or not, it's completely integrated. 

The process of integration is a process that doesn't depend on you or me – it's a process that is coming. Globalization, we hear everyday about globalization – globalization is a way of integration. The problem of globalization is the direction of this type of integration. The problem of globalization is the sign [character] of this integration. It's an integration that concentrates everything in a few hands. Political concentration, economic concentration, military concentration, cultural concentration, everything is concentrated in a few hands.


Secondly, it's a violent way of integration. It's an integration based on violence, based on the imposition of one position over the others. There is no tolerance in globalization. And that's the third point. Globalization is a form of integration that homogenizes everything, there is no place for diversity, there is no place for the different. And that may be the main mistake of globalization. Of course we disagree with violence, but when you don't give space for diversity, you are not giving space for life. Because life by definition is diversity. It's impossible to imagine life on Earth if you imagine just one species. Why are there so many millions of species, why is life so different? Because out of that diversity comes the best. From the virtues of the one and the other comes the best,

And those are some of the differences between what we call in Spanish, mundialización, and what in English I think is planetarization. Planetarization first of all is an integration process where not everything is concentrated, but rather the opposite, they are forces that go towards de-concentration. Not fragmentation. De-concentration means that the power is distributed among many – many people, many countries, many regions, many continents. The power is distributed and not concentrated. It doesn't mean everything is fragmented, that everyone is looking towards the outside. They are working together but without anyone having the control, all the power. 

The second point is non-violence. When we talk about planetarization we are talking about a form of integration that is based on non-violence. And there are many ways of understanding non-violence but probably we agree more or less on what it means. For some people non-violence is an active non-violence, for some people it means to mobilize, for some people it means to be against people in power… It doesn't matter; there are many different definitions. But planetarization means a non-violent way of integration.

And third is diversity. Diversity is one of the main points of this idea of planetarization. It's interesting that at the same time that we are facing this globalization, at the same time that there are these forces going towards concentration, there is this new process of planetarization that is developing, that is coming up. Maybe it's not easy to see because it's not in the media, it's not on TV, it's not interesting for the people in control, in power, but nonetheless it's everywhere. 

So integration is something inevitable. And so the discussion, or the thing to think about is which sign it will take. This is the point. Not discussing whether we are going to go to an island… That is not the point. The point is which sign will this integration take? And accepting or understanding that, then we have another question. 

In this process of integration, what is this region going to contribute? What are the contributions that this region is going to give in this process of integration? Are we only going to receive from the process of integration? Maybe. But you all know that if you only receive and receive and receive and receive and you don't give anything, it sounds good, but in the end you explode. You explode if you don't give in the same proportion as you receive. Or a little bit more. 

So to answer what this region is going to give in this process of integration, you will have to find your virtues as a region. I don't know them, you are from here, but probably you can find them. And probably, and I'm sure of this, there are many virtues in this region. And probably you'll find that those virtues in this region that can be given to the rest of the world are not only many, but different. And this is something very interesting, because if you have different virtues to give to someone else then you can give a lot and you can give in different situations, you can give for different needs. That's why it's interesting to find the virtues of Mexico, of Canada, and of the United States. And for sure you're going to find that they are different virtues, and that they can complement each other. I don't know specifically what they are and I think it's something that would be quite interesting if they came out of this Forum. 

We are here for a couple of days and it's easy to realize there is one virtue here in this place: the virtue of transforming the natural environment. It's quite impressive, this big, strong capacity of transforming the natural environment in favour of the human being. Okay, that's a virtue, maybe there are many others. Another virtue, completely different from that one, is the human diversity that is present in this region. This country was made from many different nationalities and cultures, also Canada. And Mexico, they are giving their diversity to this whole region. Probably there is another virtue in one or some of the countries… creativity. There are also some… well, there are many virtues that you have here and that you can understand and then find how these virtues can be given to the rest of the world. Of course you have as a region things that are not very nice, just as we have in Latin America, in Africa, and everywhere. But then we have the opportunity to choose – are we going to choose the things that we don't like about ourselves? Or maybe we can find what is the best in ourselves and how we can give it to the rest.

In Europe there was integration. They did it. After a big, big war, after two wars, they made this integration. I'm sure there are many, many good things in that integration in Europe, you can find many good things. But of course there are some things that probably European people and we don't like about that integration. It's possible then to learn from that – it's an integration based on economy, based on commerce, it's not an integration of the people, or from the people, even though there are many good things also. But that means there are a lot of possibilities of learning from that. 

As I said before Latin America is also in this process of integration. And this process of integration is almost everywhere now in Latin America, you can see it easily in some countries of Latin America because this process has arrived to the governments, and that's why you can see it in Venezuela, in Bolivia, in Ecuador starting now, maybe Uruguay, maybe Nicaragua again, who knows. You can see it, but the process is present almost everywhere. And basically it's present throughout the new generations. You'll find that the new generations in Latin America are awakening, they are starting to move again. And if, as we humanists think, that the motor of history is the generations – not the social class, not money, not beliefs in god or not – but the generations, in which one tries to displace the other, and in this process they try to bring their own new ideas… If this is the process of history, it's quite interesting when a new generation is awakening and trying to develop a new project. And this is not always like that. It's not mechanical. For more than 20 years the new generations were asleep, and finally they are starting to awaken, and that's why you see this process moving faster and faster in Latin America. It's not a homogeneous process, and that's interesting to know. Because sometimes from abroad you see Latin America, and you say, wow, something is happening, you see Chavez and Evo, and this and that. It's very different from one country to another – those are all intentions. What we are living in Latin America is not a revolution. It's not even a pre-revolutionary stage. It's more or less an intention that is coming up. It's something softer, something that is coming up. It doesn't follow the traditional path. You will not find a Marxist government trying to do their old type of revolution in Latin America. Not Chavez – people say, "Oh Chavez, he's Marxist," but it's nothing to do with traditional Marxism. Or Evo, he has never said one word about Marxism, not at all. It's an indigenous process, it's different. Each one with their own different characteristics, but each trying to develop something new, trying to find a new path.

When we talk about integration, when we talk about regionalization, we understand that this is a process that we have to go through because no country is able to solve their problems alone. Against globalization you cannot do it alone. You can be the strongest country in the world and you cannot do it alone. Not Brazil, not Mexico, not the United States, Spain, France, England, no country can solve the problems they are facing from globalization alone. That's why regional integration is so important, to work together, to find a path, even if it looks so hard to do it. Because what do we have to do with Canadians, Americans, Mexicans…? Well, first of all you have to understand that alone it's not possible to solve your problems. This is the main point. No matter how big you are you are not able to do it alone.

When we talk about integration, we talk about some of the issues that were spoken of at the beginning. Free movement of people, not only of capital; solving the border problems between countries; integration of energy resources; regional laws for the protection of the environment. It's not enough for one country to protect the environment, because the country next door is destroying the environment and it affects you, because it's interconnected.

Regional legislation to protect the rights of workers. It's not enough for one country to protect the rights of workers because then the multinationals say, 'Okay if you don't give me this I'll go to the next country'. You need protection as a region. And so on. Economy, commerce, is one of the aspects of integration but definitely it's not the only one and maybe even it's not the most important one. 

I think that there is also another important virtue in this region, and it's in Mexico. Mexico is in the North Region, here we are with some Mexican friends. But there is something strange because Mexico is also in the Latin American Region. How is that? It has infiltrated everywhere (laughs). That's quite interesting, it's an interesting point. 

Mexico is a frontier, it's what we can call a frontier (border) culture. And border cultures are the most important ones in times of crisis. Because they are the ones that can connect different cultures. They are the ones that can bring the good and stop the bad, from one [place] to another. They are the ones that process the material to make it better.  So I think that having Mexico in this region but also being part of Latin America is one of the best opportunities we have here in this region. Most of all because at the end this project is not only a Latin American Region and a North American Region, and a European Region… that's not enough. It's more than that. If you only work for the regions, if you only work to have a strong region everywhere, then at the end you will have a fight between regions. At the end you will have people who affirm positions of their own region against the other region. And you at the end can have something like a regional-cultural chauvinism. Chauvinism historically is something national but you can also have a regional chauvinism. You can have a region that affirms itself against the other, confronting the other, and definitely we don't want that. And that can drive you to a very complicated situation. We want regions that at the end converge. We want what we call a Universal Human Nation, but okay, we still have to work for that.  But what we can do here is develop, strengthen the Latin American region, strengthen the North American region, but understanding that our goal is to develop one American Region. And I think in that point the virtues of Mexico are fundamental to be able to develop this one region, this one American Region.


I think this is our main goal, I think that of course there is a lot to do, but I am also sure that this Forum and the Forum we are going to have in one week in Bolivia, probably with different languages, probably with different faces, probably with different places – not such a good microphone and so on – but I'm sure with the same feeling, the feeling that the Human Nation is possible and we're going to work for that. Thank you.

PAGE  
1

