North American New Humanist Forum

Opening talk, Nicole Myers, November 16, 2007, New York

Welcome all to our first North American New Humanist Forum.

Tonight we begin a 3-day journey. A journey which we will share with people from diverse cultures, backgrounds and interests. Here among us we find people from different cities, and countries within North America…there are students, professors, activists and concerned citizens. We also have representatives from institutions, organizations, as well as government officials. We also have international observers, those friends and supporters who have come here from Europe, Africa and South America to support us in our efforts. From this great diversity we derive strength and intelligence to confront the great challenges facing the region of North America.

How did this forum come about, what are its objectives? what do wish wish to achieve? And what happens afterwards?

As with any journey, this is a process which began back in 1993 with the launching of the first Worldwide Humanist Forum in Moscow.  It was initiated by the proponents of New or Universal Humanism, a current of thought inspired by the ideas, writings and actions of Silo (Mario Rodriguez Cobos).  Since then countless forums have taken place locally and nationally around the world.  In the past few years, these forums took on a regional character and so in 2006 we have seen the African forum in Dakar, the European Forum in Lisbon and the Latin American Forum in Quito. And so far this year the Asian-Pacific Forum in Mumbai and the Central American Forum in El Salvador have taken place. Within this context, this first forum in the region of North America completes the cycle of all the continents.

Within each region a spokesperson is in charge of carrying out the mission of expanding New Humanism within that zone. Chris Wells, our spokesperson for North America, is helping us with this great project of making humanism known and connecting us with organizations and good people that want to contribute to building a non-violent world 

Tonight we also have the fortune of having among us, Tomas Hirsch, the spokesperson from Latin America.

The objectives of the Humanist Forums are to study its positions with regards to today’s regional and global problems. We are concerned with establishishing structural relationships between the fields of science, politics, art and religion. The Humanist Forum maintains that the freedom of conscience and the ideological absence of prejudice are essential conditions in order to understand and give responses to the complex phenomenom of today’s world.

Our aspiration is that the Humanist Forum is an instrument for information, interchange and discussion amongst people and institutions belonging to the most diverse cultures. It is a permanent activity so that all the relevant information may circulate amongst its members.

The Humanist Forum puts as a prioity the contributions of different currents of thought and action, regardless of their practical success or failure. We are moving towards a planetary civilization and in spite of the assault by currents promoting uniformity, a diversity of positions, values and lifestyles will prevail in the future. In this respect we aspire to a universal human nation which is possible only in the presence of diversity.  

The Humanist Forum establishes its minimal conditions.  The first one is that it cannot give participation to those currents that promote discrimination or intolerance; the second one is that it cannot give participation to those currents that promote violence as a methodology of action in order to impose their conceptions or ideals no matter how elevated they may be.  Except for these limitations, there is no reason why there should be any others.

The theme of our forum and its guiding image is Thinking Beyond Borders. What would a North America look like without borders? What if Mexico, Canada and the US were truly treated as peers? How can we develop a region where the human being is the central value and concern?

Thinking beyond borders inspires us to think about our region in a completely new way, to pose new questions, to seek non-violent solutions. It means to go beyond our fears, and self-censorship, it means to let our best sentiments and our imagination fly. Among all of us, we hope to produce the best environment which fosters a fluid exchange towards a converging diversity.   

One useful recommendation for achieving this is to situate ourselves already living in the new universal nation and to look at today from that vantage point.

The forum has been set-up to to provide us with information from experts that will help us uncover and understand the conflicts of our region. Tomorrow morning, they will be addressing these issues: Economic Alternatives, Disarmament, The role of the Cultures in Unifying the Region, Challenges Facing Immigration and the possibilities Real Democray.

The heart of the forum will be based on the participation of all the attendees in the working tables, 10 themes have been chosen that reflect urgent issues.  Immigration, cultures, education, new generations (youth), women, economy and social justice, disarmament, real democracy, religiosty and new forms of spirituality, the environment and alternate sources of energy.

The working tables will explore these themes with the intention of shedding new light on them, of discovering what we have common and based on that to make new proposals of action.  Each table will reach conclusions that will be presented to the whole.

All this work will be synthesized into a final declaration to be read at the end of our journey on Sunday.  But the journey will continue with the launching of the new image of our next forum and where and when it will take place. 

The forum has begun by providing some basic foundations, it has brought together a diverse group of people who have an affinity for the humanist attitude, and who seek to converge in a given direcion. Now it’s up to all of us here to take the next step in our journey and open up, express, question and give ourselves the liberty to take a leap into the unknown to discover or recover the Destiny of North America.
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